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their lot with their fellow-Christians in Montenegro,
the combination  would have been irresistible.   But
the unfortunate division between the Eastern and the
Western Church prevented their union.    The Koutchi
and Klementi had adopted the Roman Catholic faith
at the instigation of Italian missionaries, while the
Montenegrins   have  always   been   devoted   to   the
Greek Church.    The effects of this schism have been
lasting.    Montenegro  looked  calmly on  while the
Turks  attacked  its  Catholic  neighbours, while the
Catholic Albanians usually allowed the Mussulman
armies to enter Montenegro with impunity.    It was
only on rare occasions that the instinct of self-pre-
servation prompted the Albanian chiefs to combine
with the warriors of the Greek Church for  mutual
protection.

For over sixty years no serious attempt was made
to conquer the country.    But in 1687, the Venetians
urged their old allies to assist in a campaign against
the Turks, whose power had just received a severe
shock at the hands of Sobieski under the  walls of
Vienna.    Forgetful of the selfishness of Venice, and
eager to come to blows with their hereditary foes, the
Montenegrins consented ; and, aided by the firearms,
which now for the first time became general among
them, soon dislodged the Turks, who had landed on
the shores of the Bocche di Cattaro.    But in the fol-
lowing year Venice made peace with the Sultan, who
now turned his undivided attention to Montenegro.
In vain the Vladika Vissarion reminded the Republic
that it was for her sake that he had incurred the
enmity of the Turks.    Not only was he left to his